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Understanding the Industry 
and Eligibility for MEP



What qualifies for 
MEP?

Cultivation or Harvesting of Trees

F9. What does “cultivation” mean in the context of trees?

In the context of trees, “cultivation” refers to work that promotes the growth 
of trees.  

F10. What are examples of work that can be considered the 
cultivation of trees?

• For the purposes of the MEP, examples of work that can be considered the 
cultivation of trees include, but are not limited to: soil preparation; plowing or 
fertilizing land; sorting seedlings; planting seedlings; transplanting; staking; 
watering; removing diseased or undesirable trees; applying insecticides; 
shearing tops and limbs; and tending, pruning, or trimming trees.  



What qualifies 
for MEP?

F11. What does “harvesting” mean 
in the context of trees?

For the purposes of the MEP, “harvesting” 
refers to the act of gathering or taking of 
the trees.

F12. What are examples of work that 
can be considered the harvesting of 
trees? 

The Department considers the harvesting 
of trees to include work such as topping, 
felling, and skidding.   



What qualifies 
for MEP?

F13. What types of work are not considered part of 
the cultivation or harvesting of trees?

The Department believes that the following activities are 
not part of the cultivation or harvesting of trees: clearing 
trees in preparation for construction; trimming trees 
around electric power lines; and cutting logs for firewood.   

F14. Does transporting trees from a harvesting site to 
a processor (sawmill) qualify as agricultural work?

No.  Transporting trees is not agricultural work for 
purposes of the MEP because it occurs after the 
cultivation and harvesting of trees.

F15. Is initial processing of trees considered 
agricultural work?

Yes.  Because trees are a raw agricultural product, the 
initial processing of trees is considered agricultural work.



Four Percent of the 
National Total 

Manufacturing GDP

• The United States forest 
products industry accounts for 
approximately four percent of 
the nation’s total 
manufacturing GDP, 
producing over $200 billion in 
products every year.

https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2019/04/22/state-forest

https://afandpa.org/our-industry/fun-facts
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2019/04/22/state-forest


Natural Resource

• The United States is home to 
tremendous natural resources, 
including 823 million acres of 
forests and woodlands. While the 
country’s combined forest and 
woodland area has been stable-to-
increasing for decades, that doesn’t 
mean forests aren’t changing in 
response to a variety of internal and 
external stimuli.

https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2019/04/22/state-forest

https://public.tableau.com/views/ExploringtheforestlandwoodlandandtimberlandareaoftheUnitedStates2017/Dashboard1?:embed=y&:display_count=yes&:showVizHome=no
https://www.earth.com/news/stunning-map-us-forests/


Half is 
Privately 
Owned

• For example, forests and woodlands 
combined make up over one-third of 
the nation’s landscape. More than 
half of that is privately owned, with 
most public ownership in the West. 
National forests make up 19 percent 
of forests and woodlands, although 
trees on national forests have aged as 
harvests on public land have 
declined.



City and 
Country

• Forests are moving to the city as 
well. The value of urban trees 
continues to grow as economic 
and public health data show that 
these trees can reduce energy 
used for heating and cooling by 
$5.4 billion every year while 
producing 67 million tons of 
oxygen.



Understanding 
the Nations 
Forest and 
Woodland 
Resources

• “Understanding the extent 
of the nation’s forest and 
woodland resources is the 
key to making informed 
policy and management 
decisions, whether at the 
local, state, national, or 
international scale,” said 
Forest Service Deputy 
Chief of Research and 
Development Alexander 
Friend.



A Century Ago

• A century ago, our main forest-related problem in the United States 
was deforestation. Deforestation threatened our timber supplies … our 
water supplies … our rich forest resources … our habitat for native 
wildlife. In response, we set aside protected areas like the national 
forests and grasslands. Even more important, we created sound 
structures of governance for managing forests sustainably on both 
public land and private land.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/speeches/state-forests-and-forestry-united-states-1

https://www.fs.usda.gov/speeches/state-forests-and-forestry-united-states-1


Current Issues

• Today, our forest estate is stable, but we face a host of other issues. 
Many challenges are associated with drought, wildfire, invasive 
species, and outbreaks of insects and disease—all made worse by 
climate change. Warming temperatures mean more energy in the 
atmosphere, which is consistent with severe weather events, such as 
floods, tornadoes, blizzards, ice storms, and hurricanes. The United 
States has seen all of these in recent years.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/speeches/state-forests-and-forestry-united-states-1

https://www.fs.usda.gov/speeches/state-forests-and-forestry-united-states-1


Changes in ClimateAround the 
world, the effects 
of climate change 
continue to be 
felt. Changes 
include a global 
decrease in the 
size of glaciers, a 
decrease in snow 
cover for many 
regions in the 
Northern 
Hemisphere, 
warmer ocean and 
surface 
temperatures, and 
rising sea levels.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/climate-change/what-are-the-impacts

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/climate-change/what-are-the-impacts


Changes in 
Climate

• In the National Forests and 
Grasslands, these shifts include:

• More frequent wildfires that burn 
larger areas

• More severe problems with 
insects, pests, and diseases 
threatening trees and crops

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/climate-change/what-are-the-impacts

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/climate-change/what-are-the-impacts


Changes in 
Climate

• Snowpack decline in mountainous 
regions due to decreased snowfall 
and shorter winters

• Plant and animal ranges shifting 
northward to accommodate warmer 
temperatures

• Threatened watersheds due to more 
frequent water shortages, increased 
pest and fire severity, and shifts in 
ecosystem health

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/climate-
change/what-are-the-impacts

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/climate-change/what-are-the-impacts
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/climate-change/what-are-the-impacts


New Authorities

• In the last several years, Congress has granted 
the Forest Service new authorities to increase 
the pace and scale of forest restoration. In 
2017, the Forest Service took these new 
authorities and embarked on an effort to 
modernize and align our forest products 
policies with new realities. It’s no longer just 
about meeting our targets for volume sold; 
even more important is getting the right acres 
treated at the right time by working with state, 
county and tribal governments and partners in 
the private sector.

https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2020/10/23/harvesting-
trees-right-place-right-time

https://www.fs.usda.gov/features/what-if-plastic-packaging-was-made-wood

https://www.fs.fed.us/
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2020/10/23/harvesting-trees-right-place-right-time
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2020/10/23/harvesting-trees-right-place-right-time
https://www.fs.usda.gov/features/what-if-plastic-packaging-was-made-wood


Forest 
Land

• The world has almost 10 billion acres of land 
classified as forest land, and in the United 
States about 750 million acres of land, almost 
one third of the total land area, is so 
classified. Of those 750 million acres, about 
40% is owned or regulated by either the 
federal or some state government. 
Commercial timber harvest is prohibited or 
severely limited on one quarter of that land, 
leaving 225 million acres of government-
owned land on which harvest may be or is 
permitted. The other 60% of forest land in the 
United States is owned by either private 
landowners or timber companies. https://nationalaglawcenter.org/overview/forestry/

https://nationalaglawcenter.org/overview/forestry/


Clearcutting

https://www.ncforestservice.gov/publications/FM0313.pdf

https://www.sierraclub.org/grassroots-network/stop-
clearcutting-ca/about-clearcutting



Selective Logging

What Is Selective Cutting?
• Selective logging (or cutting) is 

a timber-harvesting method to fell 
the chosen trees. The method 
implies removing only the best 
timber and leaving the rest in the 
stand, this is why selective cutting 
has higher productivity. Typically, 
the choice is based on 
their diameter, height, species, and 
other parameters contributing to 
their merchant value.

https://eos.com/blog/timber-harvesting/


Understanding What Is 
Happening in your area

• Regeneration after clear-cuts is 
the growth of trees of nearly the 
same age, which is an even-aged 
forest management practice. The 
age of trees in the stand after 
selective logging is different, 
which is uneven-aged 
management.

https://eos.com/blog/selective-logging/

https://eos.com/blog/selective-logging/


What’s More Environmentally Friendly 
Selective Logging Or Clear-Cutting?

Some experts believe that selective cuts support forest regeneration because 
younger trees get more sunlight to grow, and pathogens get more sunlight to be 

destroyed. Regeneration after clear-cuts starts either naturally or by replanting in a 
couple of years. However, the next timber harvesting after clear-cuts will be 

possible on average after sixty years.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02827581.2019.1679876


Which is Better?

• Why Is Selective Logging 
Better Than Clear-Cutting?

• Clear-cutting allows logging 
many trees at once, which saves 
operation time, so it is good for 
time-management reasons. 
However, selective logging is 
still better than completely or 
mostly empty areas after clear-
cuts because it leaves some wood 
to harvest for the nearest years.



Difference between Shelterwood, 
Seed-Tree, And Selective Cutting
• As the name suggests, the seed-tree 

method leaves mature trees to produce 
seeds for new stand development. 
Seed trees are cut once the saplings 
properly establish. Shelterwood 
practice provides some shadow 
protection for the sun-intolerant 
species, and then mature trees are cut 
after 5 to 10 years. All these methods 
are selective in their nature, but the 
difference between them is the timber 
choice. Seed-tree and shelterwood 
practices promote forest revival, while 
selective cutting harvests the most 
expensive timber.

• On the industrial scale, the most 
popular methods are selective 
logs and clear-cuts.



Selective Cutting Methods



Selective Cutting Methods

Selective Cutting Of Single Trees
According to this method, foresters remove the 
chosen trees individually. Such logging mimics 
the natural ecosystem process, when the trees 
die naturally, and ensures continuous 
harvesting. On the other hand, single-tree 
logging applies only to shade-tolerant species 
regeneration due to the limited sunlight 
penetration and ensures frequent harvesting 
thanks to the availability of mature valuable 
trees.



Selective Cutting Methods

Group Selective Cutting
This logging type commonly cuts groups of older trees. It 
still ensures profitable timber production but makes wider 
gaps in the forest stand. It is similar to the ones occurring 
due to strong winds, floods and landslides, or tree 
diseases. However, the logging method is different from 
natural processes because it chooses only the most 
valuable timber (often of nearly the same age). 
Monitoring from the space, group cuts are easier to track 
in comparison to single-tree logging.

https://eos.com/blog/tree-diseases/
https://eos.com/blog/tree-diseases/


Selective Cutting Methods

Combination Of Group And Single-Tree 
Selective Cutting
The logging methods are often combined, and 
economically valuable mature trees are felled 
either individually or in groups. All chosen trees 
that meet the required criteria are cut down 
along the entire perimeter of the forest area and 
transported with designated logging machinery.



What is reduced impact 
selective logging (RIL)?

• It is a sustainable timber-
harvesting method in forest 
management aiming to mitigate 
environmental negative impacts. 
It combines selective logging 
and directional tree felling as 
well as constructing trails and 
roads as narrow as possible, to 
cause the least disturbance and 
damage to nature.



Selective Cutting- Advantages

• Even though the practice removes the strongest trees 
in the forest, there are certain benefits of such a 
practice. First, it leaves behind some important 
species. Second, forests are less subject to tree 
diseases. Third, this method promotes carbon 
sequestration, as proved by a study of Brazilian 
tropical forests by the University of California.

• Among other benefits, selective logging also:
• Provides more light that kills fungi and is necessary 

for shade-intolerant species.
• Boosts seed growth in the cleared-up areas.
• Leaves some valuable trees for future logging.
• Prevents forest wildfires.
• Produces no smoke and air pollution issues compared 

to prescribed burning.

https://eos.com/blog/selective-logging/

https://faculty.sites.uci.edu/mgoulden/completed-projects/tropical-forest-co2-and-energy-exchange/
https://faculty.sites.uci.edu/mgoulden/completed-projects/tropical-forest-co2-and-energy-exchange/
https://eos.com/blog/wildfire-prevention/
https://eos.com/blog/prescribed-burn/


Southeastern States are Losing 
Tree’s Fast
• The southeastern United States is losing trees 

fast. Between 2000 and 2012, trees in the 
region were cut up to four times faster than in 
South American rainforests.

• Smith: “In the southeastern U.S., what’s 
driving the loss of forest cover is industrial-
scale logging.”

• That’s Danna Smith of the Dogwood Alliance, 
a nonprofit organization. She says that 
rainforests are often clear-cut for agriculture, 
whereas trees cut down in the Southeast are 
usually replanted.

• But it can take a sapling decades to grow large 
enough to absorb and store as much carbon as 
the tree it replaced.

• Smith: “Absolutely, older standing trees have 
more benefit for the climate.”

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2018/07/this-u-s-region-is-losing-trees-fast/

https://www.dogwoodalliance.org/


https://www.globalforestwatch.org/map/?map=&mapPrompts=eyJvcGVuIjp0cnVlLCJzdGVwc0tleSI6InN1YnNjcmliZVRvQXJlYSJ9&menu=eyJkYXRhc2V0Q2F0ZWdvcnkiOiJmb3Jlc3RDaGFuZ2UiLCJtZW51U2VjdGlvbiI6ImRhdGFzZXRzIn0%3D




https://www.globalforestwatch.org/dashboards/country/USA/?category=summary&location=WyJjb3VudHJ5IiwiVVNBIl0%3D&map=%3D&showMap=true


• 2021’s States That Lost 
the Most Tree Cover

https://www.lawnstarter.com/blog/st
udies/states-lost-most-tree-cover/



Drought Plays a Part
• Climate change has contributed to beetle outbreaks in many western 

states. Winter cold is no longer limiting bark beetles, resulting in beetle 
infestations on a massive scale. On the national forests alone, the area 
affected has reached almost 13 million hectares. In California alone, 
there are now an estimated 66 million dead trees.

• Part of the problem is worsening drought, which weakens the trees, 
making them unable to fight off beetle attack. It is tempting to think of 
drought as temporary, but in an era of climate change, that is wishful 
thinking. One expert put it this way: “You can’t call it a drought 
anymore, because it’s going over to a drier climate. No one says the 
Sahara is in drought.”

https://www.fs.usda.gov/speeches/state-forests-and-forestry-
united-states-1



a driver of change in U.S. 
forests

Climate exerts a major influence on the productivity, distribution, 
composition, and structure of forests. Temperatures are increasing 
globally, and these widespread temperature increases are resulting in 
local changes in temperature, precipitation, and extreme weather events 
across the continental United States. Changes have varied by region, 
and many of these regional differences will continue in the coming 
decades. The western United States has been experiencing an increase in 
drought, wildfire, and mountain pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosae) 
damage that is leading to losses in productivity. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/treesearch/61553



a driver of change 
in U.S. forests

• In the Midwest and East, increased heavy rain events and decreased 
winter severity have altered forest hydrology and induced range shifts 
for trees and biological stressors. The east coast is experiencing rising 
sea levels that threaten coastal forests with flooding and increased 
salinity. This region could also be subject to more severe hurricanes 
and other tropical storms in the coming decades. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/treesearch/61553



a driver of change 
in U.S. forests

• Climate change impacts may affect forest management operations, 
reduce windows of opportunity to conduct prescribed burns and 
harvest, or necessitate changes in timing of those activities. Direct and 
indirect effects of climate change on the Nation’s forests will influence 
the benefits that they provide, such as timber and nontimber forest 
products, recreation opportunities, clean water, and cultural values, in 
the coming decades.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/treesearch/61553



Management To Improve Forest 
Resilience and Reduce Wildfire Risk

• These studies and others report 
the need—particularly in forests 
adapted to frequent fire—for 
aggressive and large-scale 
management efforts to create 
low-density forests with large 
trees that can tolerate future 
disturbances and thrive after 
them. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/sites/default/files/2022-
09/Improving-Forest-Resilience.pdf

https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/sites/default/files/2022-09/Improving-Forest-Resilience.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/research/sites/default/files/2022-09/Improving-Forest-Resilience.pdf


Forests 
Are 
Changing
• Experts explain why prescribed fire 

is needed to help restore our fire-
adapted landscapes. Prescribed fire is 
also essential to improving 
understanding of wildland fire 
behavior and how best to use 
managed fire. Over a 50-year 
timeframe, a study found that 
repeated fire was critical to reducing 
tree density by about half in several 
forests and savannas throughout 
tropical and temperate regions. Fire 
was also important in maintaining 
the soil nutrients necessary for tree 
growth.



Salvage 
Logging
• Postfire logging, or “salvage 

logging,” is the practice of cutting 
and removing dead or damaged 
trees after a large natural 
disturbance, such as a wildfire. 
Salvage logging is often used in 
the Western United States to 
recover economic loss from 
burned timber and to make 
planting activities safer



Re-Planting

• Some forests do not need to be 
replanted after some types of 
fire; for example, lodgepole pine, 
aspen, and oak can regenerate 
naturally after high-severity fire, 
while shortleaf and longleaf 
pines have prolific natural 
regeneration after low-severity or 
prescribed fire.

https://www.hcn.org/issues/49.18/timber-how-the-outsourcing-of-forestry-jobs-seeps-into-
our-public-lands-debates

https://www.hcn.org/issues/49.18/timber-how-the-outsourcing-of-forestry-jobs-seeps-into-our-public-lands-debates
https://www.hcn.org/issues/49.18/timber-how-the-outsourcing-of-forestry-jobs-seeps-into-our-public-lands-debates


Forestry Uses H2a

• There are 9,434 forestry workers, 
many of whom work on public 
lands adjacent to Western 
communities with soaring 
unemployment rates.

https://arbor-analytics.com/post/h-2b-forestry-and-conservation-workers-by-the-numbers/


Re-Planting

• Fire drives ecosystem structure, 
selecting for species that survive 
burning from those that cannot. While 
measuring postfire tree survival on the 
Ouachita National Forest in Arkansas, 
scientists found that, despite the dry, 
hot weather when the fire began, most 
overstory trees survived. This 
illustrates that some managed fires may 
help to restore more open conditions 
that will be more resilient to the next 
wildfire.



Forestry and Endangered 
Species

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/a-plan-for-the-u-s-forest-service-to-lead-on-the-america-the-beautiful-initiative/


Animals & birds

• U.S. forests are home to many 
woodpeckers that use the dead and 
dying trees found in recently 
disturbed forests, such as those 
impacted by wildfire and beetle 
outbreaks, for food and nesting. 
Until recently, managers couldn’t 
be certain where suitable 
woodpecker habitat was located 
and whether the salvage logging 
would negatively impact the 
population. A new habitat mapping 
tool enables managers to locate 
probable woodpecker habitat within 
a given area.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/rm/pubs_series/rmrs/gtr/rmrs_gtr391.pdf

https://www.fs.usda.gov/rm/pubs_series/rmrs/gtr/rmrs_gtr391.pdf


https://www.yorksaw.com/guide-to-sawmills/sawmills-in-the-usa/

Other top-
lumber 
producing 
states 
include:
•Washington
•Georgia
•Alabama
•California
•Arkansas
•Mississippi
•Idaho
•North 
Carolina
•Texas



How to 
find 
sawmills 
in your 
state. 

https://www.sawmilldatabase.com/productiontoplist.php?country_id=11


How to 
find 
sawmills 
in your 
state. 



Qualifying 
jobs

• For the purposes of the MEP, 
examples of work that can be 
considered the cultivation of trees 
include, but are not limited to: soil 
preparation; plowing or fertilizing 
land; sorting seedlings; planting 
seedlings; transplanting; staking; 
watering; removing diseased or 
undesirable trees; applying 
insecticides; shearing tops and 
limbs; and tending, pruning, or 
trimming trees.  



Initial Processing of Trees

F15. Is initial processing of 
trees considered agricultural 
work?
Yes.  Because trees are a raw 
agricultural product, the initial 
processing of trees is considered 
agricultural work.     



States need to determine what would be 
initial Processing at sawmills
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